
 P E R A » N  PEGASUS



OPERATION PEGASUS RULES OF PLAY

(1 .0) B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  H IS T O R I C A L  C O M M E N T A R Y

B eg inn ing in J a n u a ry , 1968, the N orth V ie tn a m ese 325C D iv is ion and 304 D iv is ion m ove d into 
Sou th  V ie tn a m from  Laos a nd the  D M Z . K h e  S a hn C om b a t B ase , oc cup ied by un i ts o f the 9 th and 
26 th M arines , h ad be en construc t ed on a low  r idg e over look ing H ig h w a y 9 to b loc k such in fil tra �
t ion , a nd w a s qu ic k ly enc irc led a nd bes ie ged . D ur ing the T e t  O f f e ns ive  (J a n u a ry - F e bru a ry) the  
s iege w a s t ighte n ed , and th e  B ase assau lt ed on severa l occas ions . E lements o f  the  N V A  D iv is ions 
construc ted conven t iona l de f enses b loc k ing H ig h w a y 9. T h e  A m er ic a n n e ws med ia w arn e d the 
pub l ic to  prepare fo r a long and ve ry b loody opera t ion . T h e  N orth V ie tn a m ese  A rm y h a d cre a ted a 
s itua t ion to  w h ic h the A m er ic a ns h ad to  react , and th e y w e re  conv inc e d th a t th e  long drive up 
H ig h w a y 9 w ou ld a t le ast run up th e  A m er ic a n casua lt ies , and poss ib ly de fe a t th e m and forc e  the 
a b a ndonm e n t o f Khe S a hn , just as s im ilar t ac t ics had forc e d the  a b a ndonm e n t o f sma l ler Spec ia l 
Forces C a m ps a t Lang Ve i and in th e  A  Sh a u Va l ley .

T h e  North V ie tn a m ese , how eve r , had not coun te d on th e  1st C ava lry D iv is ion , w i th its 
revo lut ion ary he l icopter ta c t ics . T h e  C ava lry had not been in V ie tn a m for v e ry long , and non e o f 
the ir opera t ions had be en as dram a t ic as Pegasus w o u ld  be . In seven d ays , w i th  e x trem e ly light 
casua lt ies , the 1st C ava lry c le ared the  roads and lif ted the  s iege . T h e y d id so by land ing to each 
s ide o f th e  ro a d and a t ta ck ing inw ard , dr iv ing th e  N V A  ou t o f the  forest a nd into the  open va l ley. 
F aced w i th such ta c t ics , th e  N V A  s im p ly pu ll ed up sta kes and left.

In m a ny w a ys . Op era t ion Peg asus represents w h a t w e n t " r i g h t "  a bou t th e  V ie tn a m W a r . 
Peg asus w a s conven t iona l w arf are , not the  guerilla sty le con f l ic ts tha t se ldom turn e d ou t as e x �
pec ted . It w a s a v ic tory , and m ore ove r a v ic tory o f  the  " A m e r i c a n "  w a y o f do ing th ings ove r the 
" o l d "  w a y o f do ing th e m . T h e  o f fe ns ives o f  1966-68 h ad be en a long range p lan to  stea l the  tw o 
north e rnm ost prov inc e s o f So u th  V ie tn a m a nd form a l ly a nne x th e m to  N orth V ie tn a m . T h e  re l ief 
o f Khe S a hn , coup le d w i th th e  im m ed ia te ly fo l low ing dr ive  in to th e  A  Sh a u V a l ley , m ark ed the  end 
o f  tha t c ampa ign .

(2 .0) I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  T H E  G A M E

(1 .0) O P E R A T IO N  P E G A S U S  is a h istorica l s imu la t ion g a m e o f the s iege and re l ie f o f  the Khe 
S a hn C om b a t B ase dur ing A pr i l o f 1968, Som e  o f  the  scenarios cove r o ther m i li t ary a c t ions th a t 
oc curred , or cou ld h ave oc curred , from  J a n u a ry to  Apr i l o f 1968. T h e  va r ious un i t counters 
(p lay ing p ie ces) represent th e  un i ts th a t too k  part in those  a c t ions .

(2 .11) A  comp le t e  c opy o f th e  g a m e O P E R A T IO N  P E G A S U S  inc ludes on e  ru les boo k , on e  16x20 
inch p lay ing m a p , 108 d ie -cu t coun te rs (p lay ing p ie ces), a nd C asu a l ty R e cord She e ts . N o t in �
c luded bu t n e cessary f o r p l ay is on e  s ix -s ided d ie and som e wr i t ing materia ls . P l ayers are adv ised 
to ta ke gre a t care w i th th e  C asu a l ty R e cord Sh e e ts as th e y are requ ired for each p lay ing o f  the 
gam e . T h e  she e ts c an b e  p laced ins ide p last ic pag e pro te c tors and m ark ed w i th a " gre a s e  p e n c i l " , 
or p layers m a y produc e  cop ies to  use , d isc ard ing th e m a f ter e ach p lay ing (bu t k e ep ing the  
orig in a ls inta c t). Perm iss ion o f the  pub l isher t o  reproduc e  the  C asua l ty R e cords Sh e e ts by a ny 
conven ie n t m e thod is gran ted to purch asers o f th is g a m e f o r the ir ow n priva te use .

(2 .2) O n e  p l ayer represents th e  A m er ic a ns (h is forc e s inc lude fo ur Sou th  V ie tn a m ese  compan ies , 
bu t f or conven ie nc e all o f  h is un i ts w il l be re ferred to  as " A m e r i c a n " ) .  H e  is re ferred to as the 
" A m e r i c a n " ,  " U S " ,  o r " U S / A R V N "  p l ayer a nd w il l m a n e uver p lay ing p ie ces represent ing the 
h istorica l un i ts ava il ab le to  the  A m er ic a n C om m a nd er . T h e  o ther p layer is re ferred to as the  " N V A  
p l aye r " . H e  w il l use the N V A  p lay ing p ieces .

12.21) Both p layers w il l m a n e uver the ir un i ts , e nga g ing in com b a t w i th e n e my un its , a t t empt ing to 
fu lf i ll th e  V i c to ry Cond i t ions . D ur ing th e  course  o f  th e  g a m e th e  p layers w il l p erform va r ious other 
func t ions inc lud ing art il lery fire , a irst ikes, a m bush and coun t e r-a m bush , supp ly a nd spot t ing . A l l 
o f these func t ions are de f ined by th e  gam e ru les , w h ic h describe th e  gam e m e chan ics . T h e  ru les 
have be en e x tens ive ly cross indexed for th e  conve n ie nc e  o f the  p layers .

(2 .3) Each he x a gon (here a f t er " h e x " ) on the m a p represents an area a bou t 500 me ters across . 
Each turn represents on e  d ay . Un i t coun ters represent Rif le compa n ies . Ar t i l le ry ba tteries, and 
T a n k  p la toons .

(2 .4) U N I T  T Y P E S
T h e  d ie -cu t p lay ing p ie ces represent th e  m i li t ary un i ts in th e  gam e . T h e  p lay ing p ie ces are re ferred 
to as " u n i t s " ,  " u n i t -c o u n t e rs " , or " c o u n t e rs " . A lso  inc luded are va r ious " m a rk e rs " , such as the 
T u rn  mark er, th e  four H e l icop ter S t a tus m ark ers , and th e  six D u m m y m ark ers . Th e s e  coun ters are 
not m i li t ary un i ts , and f or the sa ke o f  c lari ty w i l l be re ferred to as " m a rk e rs ” . T h e  N V A  Sn ip e r un its 
and the  A m er ic a n He l icopter un i ts are " u n i t  c oun t e rs "  bu t func t ion som e w h a t d i f f erent ly .

T h e  va r ious un i t coun ters do no t inc lude m ove m e n t or com b a t f a c tors as s im ilar coun ters 
do in other w arg a m es . M os t un i t coun ters inc lude on ly a s ing le le tter or num b er des igna t ion . T h e  
Am er ic a n and A R V N  un i ts h ave a thre e  part des igna t ion inc lud ing com p a ny , ba t ta lion and 
reg im ent . A  typ ic a l coun t e r is show n be low :


